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Gardez hospital: providing care for 40 years

Story and photos by
Pfc. Christina Carde
11% Public Affairs Detachment

GARDEZ, Afghanistan—Sinceitsorigin
40 years ago, the Gardez Civil Hospital has
survived war, poverty and tyranny, and has
proven to be one of the best Afghan hospi-
tals.

Although the hospital may seem primi-
tive and austere to a foreigner, it has made
many improvements in the past year in an
effort to better carefor the citizensof Gardez.

“This hospital has been around for over
40 years and providesthe people of Paktika
Provincewith freehealth care,” said Dr. Nada
Zana, physician. “In the past few decades,
many other hospitals around Afghanistan
wereforced to closeduetowar and financial

A female doctor at the Gardez Civil Hospital administers a vaccine to an infant girl. Due to the
improvements made to the hospital in the past year, the hospital staff can produce, sterilize and

vaccinate all within the facility.
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See HOSPITAL, Page 4

CAteam teaches Afghans English

Sixteen-year-old Bari Gull proudly showsthepictureof atree hedrewfor
aclassproject.

Story and photos by
Spc Karlene E. Hemerly-Fluck
109" Mobile Public Affaris Detachment

DEH RAWOOD, Afghanistan — Afghan teens gather outside
the gate rain or shine to learn English from soldiers of the Civil
Affairs Team-A 11. Classes are taught in adried up waterway out-
side the fire base here.

“At first | was not sure about getting involved, but when | see
the continued interest and the excitement on the childrens' faces
when they make progressin their studies, it makesit all worth it.”
said Spc. William E.J. Carter, 450" Civil Affairs Battalion (Airborne),
Riverdale, Md, CAT-A 11.

Afghan teens approached the guards at the gate and asked
guestions about the Army and the United States. The guards en-
joyed talking to the boys but could not have the continued distrac-
tions.

Asaresponse, the CAT-A 11 team was called upon to assist in
answering and dealing with the curious teens.

See TEACH, Page5
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Explosions could be heard in Baghdad late
Thursday.

More U.S. troops head to Iraq

CNN —As President Bush declared the
war inlragwouldlast “however longit takes
towin,” the Pentagon announced Thursday
120,000 additional troops were being de-
ployed to the Persian Gulf region.

About 20,000 soldiers of the 4" Infantry
Division, based at Fort Hood, Texas, were
expected to deploy this weekend, Pentagon
officials told CNN. Two armored divisions
and other units were expected to arrive by
early April, they said.

In southern Irag, 12 U.S. Marines with
the 1% Marine Expeditionary Forcewerelisted
as missing amid fighting around Nasiriya
within the past 24 hours, military officials
said.

Eleven of the 12 arefrom Camp LeJeune,
North Carolina, and teamswere combing the
desert for them. Officials said another 14
Marinesfrom Camp L eJeune werewounded
in the battle.

Wounded U.S. troops say re-
sistance surprised them

LANDSTUHL, Germany —A U.S.Ma
rinewounded inthelragi war said Thursday
he was surprised by the amount of Iraqi re-
sistance, and an Army sergeant said he
thought he was going to die in the fighting.

“When it comesto going back out there
... hobody wants to go back out in that sort
of thing really,” said Sgt. Charles Horgan,
21, of the 1% Battalion, 30" Infantry Regiment.

Horgan, Marine Lance Cpl. Joshua
Menard and Army Staff Sgt. Jamie Villafane
talked to reportersfrom Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center in Germany.

Thehospital istreating 24 Americansfor
war wounds in intensive care and surgical
units— 15 Marines, seven soldiersand two
sailors, a spokeswoman said.

Thethree men werewounded infighting
at bridges over the Euphrates River south
of Nasiriya. The southern Iraqi city isakey
center in the war because of the strategic
bridges.

CIA warned irregular Iraqi
forces could pose threat

WASHINGTON —A classified CIA in-
telligence report widely distributed among
Bush administration policy-makersand mili-
tary leadersin February warned that irregu-
lar Iraqi forces could posethe greatest threat
to U.S. and coalition forces, particularly to
supply linesand rear units, U.S. officials say.

Thereport, dated February 3, said Baath
party militia and the so-called “Fedayeen
Saddam” could be expected to use “hit and
run” tactics against rear units. The report
also said such unitsmight fireon Iragi civil-
ians in order to tie down U.S. and British
forces, accordingto U.S. officials.

Other U.S. intelligence reports prior to
thewar aso predicted, officialssay, that Iraqi
forces might fire on their own peoplein or-
der to create scenes of civilian bloodshed
suitable for propaganda use by the regime,
which would blame the carnage on coalition
forces.

Top U.S. official: Iraq has ex-
ecuted some POWs

WASHINGTON — Irag has executed
some prisonersof war in what the Pentagon’s
No. 2 general described Wednesday as one
of many “disgusting” war crimes committed
by forcesloyal to Saddam Hussein.

“They have executed prisoners of war,”
said Gen. Peter Pace, vice chairman of the
Joint Chiefsof Staff, inaninterview on CNN'’s
“Larry KingLive”

Pace did not elaborate. Earlier inthe day,
Pentagon sourcestold CNN they werelook-
inginto areport that Iraqi soldiers shot dead
seven U.S. Army soldiers as they were sur-
rendering with their hands up Sunday.

Iragi television showed video of fiveU.S.

soldiersin custody after their capture Sun-
day and the bodies of at least five other sol-
diers who had bullet wounds to their fore-
heads. Iragq has since taken two U.S. Apache
helicopter pilots captive and shown video
of them.

Bush, Blair: No timetable for war

CAMPDAVID, Md. — U.S. President
George Bush and British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, steadfast partnersin the war in
Iraq, declared Thursday there was steady
progress in the campaign to topple the re-
gimeof Saddam Hussein and dismissed ques-
tions on whether that effort was taking
longer than expected.

“Thisisn't amatter of (a) timetable, it'sa
matter of victory,” Bush said, declaring the
war would last “however long it takes to
win.”

Blair, who arrived at the presidential re-
treat in the Maryland mountains Wednes-
day evening for talks with Bush, agreed.
“Thereisabsolutely no point, in my view, of
trying to set atime limit or speculate on it,
because it's not set by time,” he said. “It's
set by the nature of the job.”

U.S.walks out of Irag’s address
UNITED NATIONS—TheU.S. delega-
tion to the United Nations walked out of a
Security Council meeting Thursday aslrag's
U.N. ambassador was excoriating the United
Statesand Britain for their actionsin Irag.

Mohamed Aldouri of Iraq accused the
United States and Britain of “criminal, bar-
baric” behavior and military aggression “that
iskilling women, children and theelderly and
destroysthelife and the future of the people
of Irag.

“They previoudly tried to kill it through
weapons sanctions, which lasted more than
13 years,” he said. “Through that period a
whole generation of children ... were de-
stroyed.”

Speaking later to reporters, U.S. Ambas-
sador John Negroponte said, “I'd heard
enough. ... | didn’t hear anything new and of
course don’t accept any of thekinds of alle-
gations and preposterous positions that he
put forward.”



Critter of the Week:

Stable fly

By Capt. Cory Campora
791 Preventive Medicine Detachment

Soldiersat BagramAir Base shouldn’t betoo alarmed if
they are bitten by something looking likeahousefly. Most
likely the culprit is a stable fly — a blood feeding insect
whose bite is uncomfortable, but does not transmit disease
to humans.

Superficially it resembles a house fly, but upon closer
inspection a stiff, slender beak can be seen sticking out
from under the head. This pointy proboscis is used for
piercing and is very different in shape from the spongelike
mouthparts of a housefly.

Typicaly, stablefliesremain outdoors and are mainly a
problemwith livestock, but they will bite peopleif giventhe
chance. Theseflieshave aworldwidedistribution and small
numbers were reported at Bagram Airbase in the spring of
2002.

Because feces, compost piles, and garbage can breed
considerable numbers of these pests, proper sanitation can
help to limit their occurrence on base.

Sable fly.
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Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

Join the crew at the Dragon Palace tonight
at 1430Z for aping-pong tournament.
.

Tomorrow’s movie will be “Harry Potter
and the Chamber of Secrets.”
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Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Saturday
Bagram: Partly cloudy Fog

H: 64F H: 72F

L: 50F L: 45F
Kandahar: Thunderstorms Scattered showers

H: 82F H: 84F

L: 59F L: 57F
Kabul: Fog Fog

H: 64F H: 72F

L:47F L: 45F
Uzbekistan:  Mostly cloudy Mostly cloudy

H: 60F H: 66F

L: 40F L:41F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Military women exemplify March

Story and photo by
Pvt. 2 Terri Rorke
11" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — March is
Women'sHistory Month. Women who made
history are highlighted on the History Chan-
nel, in magazines and their biographies are
posted in newspapers.

Inlight of the month, women here are not
sitting back and reading yesterday’s news,
but creating material for the future genera-
tions to read.

“Women pioneering the future” is the
motto for the first all women’s road march

HOSPITAL, from Page 1

issues, but this hospital managed to stay
open.”

The most difficult time for the Gardez
Civil Hospital, and many other hospitalswas
during therule of the Taliban.

“In the past 10 years, the Taliban took
over many hospitalsall over the country for
their own use,” said Zana. “ The medical care
that was allowed was mostly for men since
most doctors where male and could not ex-
aminewomen.”

As awoman and physician, Zana knew
that hospitals were essential for the well-
being of pregnant women and their infants.

“Because of the many problems women
wereexperiencing asaresult of no health care,
the doctors of this hospital petitioned the
Taliban,” said Zana. “We convinced them that
if women werenot allowed to go to ahospital,
there would be many deaths from childbirth.
Luckily, they allowed meto continue practic-
ing, and the hospital stayed open.”

As the rule of the Taliban came to and
end, the hospital started to ook towards re-
building. According to Zana, the hospital has
improved drastically in the past year dueto
reconstruction.

“The American forces fund the hospital
now and have helped us tremendously to
improvethefacility,” said Zana. “ Dueto new
improvements to the wards and the funding
we are receiving, the hospital has been able
to bring itself to new standards.”

Many of theillnessestreated at the hos-

scheduled Sunday here.

“1 think it's a good thing because you
don’t see too many females together,” said
Sgt. Mary Roper, supply, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 229" Aviation Regi-
ment, Fort Bragg, N.C. “It isnot that long of
amarch, but it shines some light on women
inacombat zone.”

Asawoman, Roper said her mother was
worried about her joining themilitary, because
of war situations. But sheishere, supporting
her aviation regiment and maintaining aposi-
tive attitude.

See WOMEN, Page5

A lab technician at the Gardez Civil Hospital,
checks the temperature of a vaccine container.
The hospital has a special ward that sterilizes
vaccinations and keeps them at the right tem-
perature.

pital are the same as when the hospital first
opened, but the doctors now have new medi-
cations, strategies and a better facility to
treat them.

“Surgical, mother and child health care,
general medical and pediatrics are the four
main departmentsinthe hospital,” said Zana.
“We see hundreds of patientsweekly half of
which arewomen. They suffer from compli-
cated labor, anemia, malnutrition and gyne-
cological problems.”

A few years ago, some of these easily
treated problems would have been serious
according to Zana. However, the hospital

Sgt. Dawnhelena Neal, Headquartersand Head-
quarters Company, 229" Aviation Regiment, Fort
Bragg, N.C., said her futuregoalsinclude becom-
ing acommand sergeant major.

now has the technology and the educated
doctorsto not only treat these problems but
prevent them.

“Maternal death from complicated |abors
was amajor problem hereafew years ago,”
said Zana. “In the past year however, we
have improved our surgical capabilities to
where we can conduct a successful cesar-
ean section here in the hospital .”

“Prenatal care, and nutrition and hygiene
classesare also some new programsthe hos-
pital has to offer,” said Zana. “We teach
women that eating properly and keeping
themselvesand their children clean can pre-
vent common problems such as malnutrition
and infections.”

One of the latest improvements to the
hospital has been vaccinating children and
infants.

“Our hospital isnow capable of not only
administering vaccinations, but al so making
and sterilizing them,” said Zana. “We havea
ward and ateam of technicians set aside for
the sole purpose of making the vaccinations
and keeping them sterile.”

According to Zana, the Gardez Civil Hos-
pital isone of the best hospitalsin the coun-
try and she is very proud of how far it has
come.

“Every patient that | treat is very grate-
ful for my help and the treatment the hospi-
tal provides,” said Zana. “I love what | do.
Female doctors are desperately needed in
this country and women should try to fur-
ther their education so we can have more of
them.”
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Spc. William E.J. Carter, 450" Civil Affairs Batallion, (Airborne), Riverdale, Md., CAT-A 11, reviews last weeks
homework with Bari Gull, 16 (right), whileother local teenslisten and wait their turn outside Deh Rawood FireBase.

TEACH, fromPage 1

“The boys were interested in learning English and finding out
more about acountry they have only heard bad things about through
theTaliban and al-Qaida,” said Carter.

1%L t. Bradford Adamsand his CAT-A 11 team wasbusy holding
bidders conferences and doing assessments among other tasks,
but thought it would be great to do something more.

Adams decided to host a one-hour English class Tuesdays and
Fridays for the interested teens. Classes are held for the 10 to 15
boys outside the compound. Class level is based upon the knowl-
edge they already acquired in their prior schooling.

“We just found out what they knew and started from the stu-
dent who knew theleast,” said Carter.

“Adams tends to go above and beyond the call of duty and
enjoysgetting socially involved with thelocal Afghan children. Itis

his way of learning more about
the culture and the language on
amore personal level. Starting
the English classes is just one
example, of hisdedicationto the
mission.” says Sgt Roger C.
Kersay, 450",

The students bring their old
school books from the previous
school sessions and work from
them. Thechildren aretaught to
read and write the English a pha-
bet and numeric system.

Students are asked to draw
and color pictures of their own
creations and from that they
are taught the names of ob-
jects, colors and how to cor-
rectly spell and pronounce
themin English.

“l want tolearn Englishso |
can help my country. | know the
American people are friendly
people. | want tolearnfromthem,” said Darigul, a16-year-old English
student. Darigul said hisfavorite part of the classis the work book.

The work book consists of math, art and spelling. Theclassis
assigned two to three pages of homework and then at the next class
the students review and correct any problems.

The classes move on to the next level when Adams and Carter
feel thestudentsareready. “Weare very serious about these classes
and do not want to just put a few words of English in their head.
They want tolearn it and we have the power to teachit,” said Carter.

“1 want to learn English. | want to help my country grow. | want
to go to college and help with the education by becoming a school
principal,” said Noor Mohammad a 13-year-old student.

“The children will begin school again this week but if these
teens are willing to continue their miles of travel for our English
classes we will be more then enthusiastic in continuation of teach-
ing them” said Carter.

WOMEN, from Page 4

Her comrade, Sgt. DawnhelenaNed, sup-
ply, 229" is doing the same by planning for
the future.

Neal, who said she joined the military
because she wanted something for herself,
made sergeant in three years. Almost al of
her family isin the military, which motivated
her tojoin.

She said shelooked up to her aunt, who
isretiring fromtheArmy inApril. Seeing her
asasoldier influenced her to do the same.

Neal now aimsto be acommand sergeant

major and said her leaders pushed her in the
right direction when shejoined. Now she has
advice for newer soldiers and people who
arethinking of joining the military.

“Becomealeader. Fromthefirst day you
comein, work towardsbecoming a(non-com-
missioned officer).”

She also makes clear that she strived for
that goal ever since day one.

“I understand that women who came be-
fore us paved the way, but | don’'t want to be
complacent. | want to open doorsfor women.”

To exemplify thisconcept, Neal said she
will put on her Kevlar and rucksack and join

the road march Sunday.

“1 think itisagood idea. It helpswomen
work well together,” she said. “Usually the
spotlight ison the Quick Reaction Forceand
the infantry, all the jobs women currently
can’t take on, but thismarch let’ swomen say,
‘Wecan do it too.””

Theroad march participantswill meet at
the Coalition Task Force-82 basketball courts
at 0300Z Sunday. To participate, contact Capt.
Alayne Cramer, Combined Joint Task Force-
180 Public Affairs Office at 303-587-5632 or
Master Sgt. Pam Smith, CTF-82 PAO, at 303-
640-1270.
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Woods finishes strong, sits four back

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FHa — Tiger Woodsgot off toaslow
start Thursday, but rallied down the finishing stretch to finish his
first round at even-par 72, four strokes off the clubhouse |eaders at
the Players Championship.

Skip Kendall, Jay Haas, Bob Tway and Rocco Mediate— alocal
favorite who made a par save from off the green on the 18th — all
shot 4-under 68s and share the clubhouse lead. Half thefield is till
on the course.

Woods missed six of his first eight fairways in windy, damp
conditionsat the TPC at Sawgrassand fell to 2-over after five holes.
Hewas still 2-over after 15 before rallying with two birdies on the
final three holes to get back to even.

John Daly, who has missed three of five cuts this year, was
among the early surprises at Sawgrass, shooting a 2-under 70 to
climb theleaderboard.

Earlier Thursday, Scott Hoch became the fourth player to with-
draw from the event, deciding before histee time he could not play
withawristinjury.

Hoch joined lan Leggatt (wrist, hand), Ernie Els (wrist) and Phil
Mickelson (new baby) on the sidelines for one of the tour’s most
prestigious tournaments.

Sorenstam’s 68 gives her first-round lead

RANCHO MIRAGE, Calif. — Annika Sorenstam stood on the
first tee, felt the wind whipping from the right and wondered why
the fairway seemed so narrow.

A few hours later, her competitors were wondering something
else — how to keep Sorenstam from running away with the first
L PGA major championship of the season.

Wary of the early wind, Sorenstam settled down by hitting her

Sports on local Armed Forces Network TV

Saturday’s schedule (AFN Sports)
«»Tennis: NASDAQ 100 Open:
Men's Semifinal Match 1 (tape
delayed) 00302

“+ESPNews (live) 0500Z
+College GameNight (live)
05302

«Totally NASCAR (live) 06002
+ SportsCenter (live) 0700Z
**NBA Friday: Phoenix Suns @
Detroit Pistons (tape delayed)
08002

**NBA Friday: Dallas Mavericks
@ Portland Trail Blazers (tape
delayed) 1200Z

+ SportsCenter (tape delayed)
14002

+ SportsCenter (live) 1500Z

Sunday’s schedule (AFN Sports)
«Boxing: Middleweight
Championship: Bernard Hopkins
vs Mourade Hakkar;
Heavyweights - Hasim Rahman
vs David Tua (live) 02002
“ESPNews (live) 0600Z

“NBA 2Night (live) 0630Z

+ SportsCenter (live) 0700Z
“COLL BB: NCAA Women's
Basketball Championship
Regional Semifinal - Sweet 16:
Duke vs Georgia (tape delayed)
12002

“COLL BB: NCAA Women's
Basketball Championship Regional
Semifinal: New Mexico vs Texas
Tech (tape delayed) 1400Z

Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from ESPN.com)

opening tee shot in the middle of the fairway Thursday. She then
went on to shoot a 4-under 68 to take a two-shot lead over Karrie
Webb and three others after the first round of the Kraft Nabisco.

Serena reaches final before rains come
I KEY BISCAY NE,

Fla. — From the start,
SerenaWilliamshad Kim
Clijsters on the defen-
sive, sliding into the
splits at the baseline in
Serena Williams is eyeing her third titleof ~ Vainattemptstoretrieve
atorrid 2003. overpowering shots.

The maneuver made Clijsterslook like acheerleader, and inthe
end all she could dowasjoin the applausefor Williams. Theworld's
No. 1 player advanced to the final of the Nasdag-100 Open and
remained unbeaten in 2003 by winning 6-4, 6-2 Thursday.

Williams' opponent Saturday will bethewinner of theall-Ameri-
can semifinal between No. 6-seeded Jennifer Capriati and No. 12
Chanda Rubin. Rain forced the postponement of that match until
Friday.

Williams defeated Capriati inlast year’sfinal.

“If I'm playing my best tennis, | don't think anyone right now
can beat me,” Williamssaid.

il

“What's the matter, honey, I thought you
wanted an SUV?”

By Kevin Kilgore

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

Laugh Support
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Rah!
crossword

(Courtesy of QUIZLAND.com)

Across

Flingsthehorsehide
Chicagotrains
Knuckleheads

NBC newsman Roger
Card player’scry
“Stormy Weather” singer
SIS

Sailors patron

Tipof awingtip
Bon__ (witty saying)
Legd clams

Tiny tootler
Winner’stake, often
Shell game, eg.

“Well, lah-di-__”
San__ Obispo, Cdlif.
Exam sanspencils
Brown-toned photo
BOOM

Extend, inaway

'60s-’ 70s Japanese prime
minister

Huffy state
What'smore
“Read‘emand __!”
NFL tiebreakers

Adds, inaway
Getgoing
Man-mouselink
Unlikely tic-tac-toewin
Onewith pressing duties?
BAH

Permeate
Neptune'sdomain
Bagel choice

Stungun

Pull theplugon

Hardly wordy

GREAYURSEBHBRNRBIEGRCOR

INRIBBRREBECRBRSE

Down
1 Oneof the Cartwrights

B

il 1 12 13

REREBRENENEBEEERRBO®NO A WN

Condo, e.g.

Nat Turner led one
Austrian actress Palmer
Attacksala“Ghostbusters’
Three-minute
Useweights

Nosy sort

Non-fielding 28-Downs
__andaah

Teaser ad

Sgnup

Brief fight

Sarge, e.g.

Timof “Sigter, Sster”
Delhi wraps

Mama__ Elliot

Scolds, with* out”
Orioleor Blue Jay, for short
ClareBoothe
Colorful 50-Down
Dishonest sort

ABRVIBBLALLTRIES HE588BY

Medievad strings

Red winechoice

Pt. of amonogram

FBI workers: Abbr.
Holdstitleto

Word precedingjusticeor
license

Wayin

Mocking bird

Namely, inlegaese
Bakery lure

Pasta, potatoesand such
Wild West knot

TV execArledge
Seer’ssign

Psyche parts

Artist Magritte
Scheduledto arrive

Not “agin’

Inabluefunk

Solutions will be posted in Saturday's Freedom Watch




